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Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's response filed 06/15/2005 has been entered and carefully 
considered. 

Reasons for Allowance 

2. Claims 1-52 are allowed. 

3. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Please see the previous office action and applicant's argument filed on 
06/15/2005. 

Regarding claim 1 , none of the prior art of record teaches or suggests the 
combination of a diagnostic system for use in a process plant having a process control 
system that performs manufacturing related control functions with respect to the 
process plant and a safety system that performs safety related control functions with 
respect to the process plant, wherein the diagnostic system comprising a diagnostic 
application stored on the memory of the computer and adapted to be executed on the 
processor to enable one or more users to perform a diagnostic activity with respect both 
the process control system and the safety system, the diagnostic application including a 
communication routine adapted to communicate process control system messages to or 
from the process control system controller and to communicate safety system 
messages to or from the safety controller, wherein the process control system 
messages and the safety system messages use a common communication format 
including a field that distinguishes the process control system messages from the safety 
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system messages. It is these limitations as they are claimed in the combination with 
other limitations of claim, which have not been found, taught or suggested in the prior 
art of record, that make these claims allowable over the prior art. 

Regarding claim 20, none of the prior art of record teaches or suggests the 
combination of an alarm display system for use in a process plant having a process 
control system with a process control system controller that performs manufacturing 
related control functions using one or more process control field devices, a safety 
system with a safety system controller that performs safety related control functions 
using one or more safety system field devices, and a computer having a display and a 
processor communicatively coupled to the process control system controller and to the 
safety system controller, wherein the alarm display system comprising: a first routine 
that communicates process control system messages to or from the process control 
system controller and that communicates safety system messages to or from the safety 
system controller, wherein the first routine is adapted to receive process control system 
messages including process control system alarms and to receive safety system 
messages including safety system alarms; and a second routine that displays the 
process control system alarms and the safety system alarms to one or more users on 
the display in a manner that distinguishes the process control system alarms from the 
safety system alarms. It is these limitations as they are claimed in the combination with 
other limitations of claim, which have not been found, taught or suggested in the prior 
art of record, that make these claims allowable over the prior art. 
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Regarding claim 36, none of the prior art of record teaches or suggests the 
combination of a method of handling alarms in a process plant having a process control 
system with a process control system controller that performs manufacturing related 
control functions using one or more process control field devices and a safety system 
with a safety system controller that performs safety related control functions using one 
or more safety system field devices, wherein the method comprising steps of receiving 
process control system messages at a first location from the process control system 
controller, wherein one or more of the control system messages includes a control 
system alarm; receiving safety system messages at the first location from the safety 
system controller, wherein one or more of the safety system messages includes a 
safety system alarm; and using a single user-interface application at the first location to 
display the process control system alarms and the safety system alarms to one or more 
users in a manner that distinguishes the process control system alarms from the safety 
system alarms. It is these limitations as they are claimed in the combination with other 
limitations of claim, which have not been found, taught or suggested in the prior art of 
record, that make these claims allowable over the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Contact Information 



Application/Control Number: 10/672,000 



Pages 



Art Unit: 2863 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John H Le whose telephone number is 571-272-2275. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 - 4:30, 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E Barlow can be reached on 571-272-2269. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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